EyeCare America Congressional Record Statement
Madame Speaker, I rise today to highlight an important health care issue for our nation. Vision impairment and eye disease is a major public health problem that is growing and which disproportionately affects the aging and minority populations. As of 2003, blindness or low vision affects more than 3.4 million Americans age 40 and older; this number is predicted to double by 2030 due to the increasing epidemic of diabetes, increased incidence of glaucoma and other chronic diseases, and our rapidly aging U.S. population. 
According to the CDC, it is estimated that 1.8 million Americans 40 and older are affected by age-related macular degeneration (AMD) and an additional 7.3 millions are at substantial risk of developing AMD, (the leading cause of vision loss in older Americans). Other age-related eye diseases such as, glaucoma, diabetic retinopathy, and cataracts, are expected to grow exponentially by 2020.  Additionally, the Hispanic and African American populations experience a disproportionate incidence of glaucoma, cataracts, and diabetic retinopathy, the latter being the leading cause of blindness in individuals of all races in the 25-74 year old age group.

Established in 1985 to address this growing public health issue, EyeCare America is a public service program of the Foundation of the American Academy of Ophthalmology. Its mission is to reduce avoidable blindness and severe visual impairment by raising awareness about eye disease and care, providing free eye health education materials and facilitating access to medical eye care.

EyeCare America facilitates eye care for US citizens or legal residents.  Those who are age 65 or older and who qualify will receive a medical eye exam and up to one year of care at no out-of-pocket cost for any condition diagnosed during the initial visit. In addition, people who are at increased risk for glaucoma, such as African Americans and Hispanics, and who qualify for the service, will receive a free glaucoma eye exam.
Last year alone, EyeCare America helped more than 221,000 people receive the sight-saving resources they needed.  Of those who sought access to care, 20% were African Americans and 10% were Hispanic. 
In 2010, EyeCare America celebrates its 25th anniversary and across our nation, nearly 7,000 ophthalmologists will volunteer their services to this worthwhile public service program. Since its inception, EyeCare America has helped more than 1,000,000 people and has become the largest public service program of its kind in American medicine today.  In my home state of XXXX, EyeCare America has provided services to XXX patients.
I urge my colleagues to join me in congratulating the Eye Care America program on its 25th anniversary and in commending EyeCare America and its volunteer ophthalmologists for working to ensure the eye health of our constituents.
